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• Theme: “How Are You Showing Patriotism And Support For Our 
Country?”

• Eligibility:
• Students in grade 9 – 12.

• Enrolled in public, private, parochial schools, or home school programs.

• U. S. citizenship not required, but must be a lawful permanent resident.

• Students age 20 or over are not eligible.

• Students in GED or Adult Education programs are not eligible.

• Rules:
• Essays shall be spoken in English.

• Length of  essay will be between 3 to 5 minutes. + or – 5 seconds leeway is allowed.

• Essay can not contain the student’s name, address, school name, or any other personal 
identifier.

• References to race, sex, religion, national origin, should be avoided in the essay as they 
may compromise anonymity.  General references to nationality or patriotic identity are 
permitted if  they are relevant to the theme.
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• Rules, continued:
• Essay should be recorded online, or on a flash drive or other electronic device.

• Essay will be in student’s own voice. Hearing or speech impaired students can contact the 
VoD National Office at youthscholarships@vfw.org for special instructions about 
entering.

• Student must be the sole author of  the essay.  ChatGPT or other AI tools are not allowed.

• Essay cannot contain music, singing, poetry, or sound effects.

• Judging:
• Criteria for judging is the same at post, district, and department levels.

• Originality is worth 35 points max.  Treatment of  the theme should show imagination and human 
interest.

• Content is worth 30 points max. Ideas expressed in an organized manner. Transitions from one idea 
to another are smooth leading to full development of  the theme.

• Delivery is worth 35 points max.  Essay spoken in a clear and credible manner.

• Judges must never have visibility of  student names or other personal information.

• Suggest that each level chair assign a code number on the essay and the entry form to track.

• Suggest either 3 or 5 judges at each level.
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• Theme: “How Are You Showing Patriotism And Support For Our 
Country?”

• Eligibility:

• 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.

• Enrolled in public, private, parochial schools, or home school programs.

• U. S. citizenship not required, but must be a lawful permanent resident.

• Rules:

• Essays shall be typed in English, no color or graphics.

• Length of  essay will be between 300 to 400 words. + or – 5 word leeway is allowed.  The 
theme title is not part of  the word count.

• Essay can not contain the student’s name, address, school name, or any other personal 
identifier.

• References to race, sex, religion, national origin, should be avoided in the essay as they 
may compromise anonymity.
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• Rules, continued:
• Quotations should be used sparingly, and identified to their source.

• Do not hand write name on essay.  The attached entry form will identify the student.

• Only one entry per student is allowed.

• The essay must be the original work of  the student, be a product of  their own thinking.  
Use of  ChatGPT or other AI tools is not allowed.

• Teachers, parents, etc. can review and assist with punctuation, grammar, and spelling, but 
cannot change essay content.
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• Judging:
• Criteria for judging is the same at post, district, and department levels.

• Knowledge of  the theme is worth 30 points max.  Was knowledge of  the theme and 
indications of  research demonstrated.

• Theme development is worth 35 points max. Were relevant facts contained in the theme 
(who, what, when, where, why) answered.  Does the theme relate to the student’s own 
experience.

• Clarity of  ideas is worth 35 points max.  Does the judge have a clear understanding of  the 
student’s message in relation to the theme.

• Judges must never have visibility of  student names or other personal information.

• Suggest that each level chair assign a code number on the essay and the entry form to 
track.

• Suggest either 3 or 5 judges at each level.
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• The online entry program is managed for the VFW by “ScholarsAPP.”  
Scholar’s App is a platform that connects students to verified scholarships.

• Students can complete entry forms, submit written and audio essays, and 
include head and shoulders photos all online.

• I will be submitting all District and Post Commanders within the next week 
to Scholar’s App.

• Each commander will receive an E: mail from Scholar’s App with a link to 
establish an account with the platform.

• E: mail will look like this:

• When you open the E: mail you will see this:
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• Upon logging in, you will see this screen:

1} Click on Suborganization.  You will 

see current chair name & be able to edit.  

Refer to slide #9

1

2} Click on Scholarships.  You will see 

entrant activity.  Refer to slides #13,14.

2

3} Dashboard will primarily be used by 

me, but you’re welcome to take a look.
4} Help Center, Refer to slides #15 - 20.

3

4
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• District & Post information

Add a chairperson, click here

This pop-up will show

Click here
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Add a chairperson, enter

Last, click here, they will 

receive same E: mail you did
Then, click here to invite

• Adding Chairperson:
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Click on blue box to get Post Flyer

Box will turn green, click, download 

will appear on your device

• Print Post Flyer
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These flyers can be 

printed. E: mailed, or 

scanned.

When a student scans the 

QR code, they will get 

everything necessary to 

enter, and info on how to 

submit electronically.  It 

will come to you.  The QR 

codes are post specific.

• Print Post Flyer, Cont:
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• Scholarships:

Click on open to see entrant info & more
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Click to see winner info

Click to judging status

Click to review Judge names

Click to see entrant info

• Scholarships, Cont:
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• Help Center: Help topics are well 

done, generally easy to 

follow.  Some of  the 

most important ones are 

marked with arrows.
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• Help Center, Cont:
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• Help Center, Cont:



18

2025 Scholastic Programs
Online Processing

• Help Center, Cont:
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• Help Center, Cont:
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• Help Center, Cont:

Guidelines for the Post to submit winners to 

District, District to Department, Department to 

National.



• Eligibility:
• All current certified/licensed teachers in grades K – 12 are eligible.

• Looking for teachers who promote civic responsibility, flag etiquette, and patriotism.

• Teachers who conduct field trips to city hall, or organize volunteer projects.

• Teachers who invite veterans into the classroom to discuss military experiences.

• Teachers who promote democratic values and beliefs.

• Rules:

• Teachers compete in three categories: elementary (K – 5), middle (6 – 8), high (9 – 12).

• Along with an entry form, a nomination paper shall be submitted.  Nomination can be 
by fellow teacher, supervisor, student, family member, interested person, or self.

• A resume shall be provided by entrant outlining experiences relating to eligibility 
guidelines. Photos, newspaper articles, etc. may be included, but resume should not 
exceed 5 pages.
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• Judging:
• Criteria for judging is the same at post, district, and department levels.

• Citizenship is worth 25 points max.  To what extent does the teacher encourage or 
demonstrate good citizenship and community involvement?

• Innovation is worth 25 points max. Are new ideas, methods, tools used in the classroom to 
stimulate students?

• Resources are worth 25 points max.  Does the teacher look for ways to bring new 
experiences, tools, or opportunities through fund raising, donations, guest speakers, etc.?

• Passion is worth 25 points max.  Does the teacher strive to upgrade teaching skills and 
methods?  Do they encourage their students. And take personal interest in their development?

• Each Post and District can move a teacher in each of  the three categories forward in 
competition.

• Suggest either 3 or 5 judges at each level.
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• Post:
• All entries for all three programs must be received by Oct 31st, 2025.

• Judging will be complete and winning entries forwarded to District by Nov 15th, 2025. 

• District:

• Judging will be complete and winning entries forwarded to Department by Dec 1st, 2025. 

• Voice of  Democracy and Patriot’s Pen winners will be invited and encouraged to attend 
the Department banquet in January.

• Department:

• Judging will be complete and forwarded to National by Jan 1st, 2026.

• Department will notify, and invite winning teacher at each category to attend the 
Department banquet.

• Department will also notify the District sponsoring the winning teacher, in case they 
want to assist with banquet costs for the family.

• Department banquet will be Jan 10th, 2026 at the Winslow VFW. 
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• Voice of  Democracy, Posts:
• Allow a student to re-record if  they included their name or other restricted info.

• If  the essay was slightly below minimum time, student can re-record and speak slower or add a 
few fill in words without changing the theme of  the entry.  If  too long, speak faster or 
eliminate a couple of  filler words.

• Quality of  recording is important. If  there is distortion, or background noise on the winning 
essay, encourage student to re-record with no content change before submitting to District.

• Patriot’s Pen, Posts:
• Ask student to resubmit if  name or other restricted info is on essay.

• If  the essay is over or under the word count, they can resubmit by adding or deleting a few fill 
in words without changing the theme of  the entry.

• Both programs, Posts:
• Submit a head & shoulders photo of  winners to District.  

• If  winning entry was received manually, enter into online system for transmission to District.  

• Both programs, District:
• Tell winners if  they are Dept. winners, they will be asked to read their essay at the banquet.
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• Voice of  Democracy:
• 1st place, $750 & an expense paid trip to Spirit of  America Youth Leadership Program in 

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania. Submitted to National competition  

• 2nd place, $500

• 3rd place, $250

• 4th – 10th, $100 each

• Patriot’s Pen:

• 1st place, $500. Submitted to National competition  

• 2nd place, $250

• 3rd place, $100

• 4th – 10th, $50 each

• Teacher of  the Year:
• $150 Staples gift card each

• Submitted to National competition  
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